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PROSTATE CANCER PATIENTS HAVE NEW HOPE,
THANKS TO YOU
Stage 4 prostate cancer patients
have been given new hope in
their battle against the disease,
thanks to your contributions to the
Fund for Greenwich Hospital. By
providing Greenwich Hospital with
the crucial resources to attract top
oncology specialists and leading
edge treatments, Greenwich
Hospital is the only hospital in the
Fairfield and Westchester region
that can offer a groundbreaking
new prostate cancer treatment that
not only prolongs life, but has few
of the side effects associated with
other types of treatment.
The new radiation oncology
therapy, Xofigo, commonly referred
to as Radium 223, is significant for
patients whose cancer has spread
to the bone and who, until now,
had only chemotherapy – and all
the side effects associated with
it – as a last treatment option.
According to Ashwatha Narayana,
MD, Radium 223 is the most
significant development in the
treatment of late stage prostate
cancer in the past 20 years. Along
with prolonging life, Radium 223
vastly improves the quality of life
by reducing the debilitating pain
suffered by patients with advanced
stage metastatic cancer. What’s
more, because the treatment
inhibits bone destruction caused
by tumor growth, it greatly
reduces the risk of crippling
bone breaks and compression
fractures that eventually leave
prostate cancer patients in a
wheelchair or bedridden.

John Weatheley (center) with oncologist Dickerman Hollister, MD (left) and radiation
oncologist Ashwatha Narayana, MD. “I thank heaven I came to Greenwich Hospital.”

For John Weatherley, one
of the first men with stage 4
refractory prostate cancer to
receive Radium 223 at Greenwich
Hospital, the positive effects of
the drug provided hope at a time
when he had none. Within days
of receiving the first treatment,
John was able to go longer periods
of time without reaching for
morphine to dull what had been
constant pain. By the second
treatment one month later, he
didn’t need the painkiller at all.
Indeed, after five years of trying
every treatment available to no
lasting effect and enduring side
effects that left him weakened and
demoralized, John felt for the first
time that he was actually living
again. His appetite and energy

returned. He could walk nearly two
miles to downtown New Canaan
and take his two dogs, Teddy and
LouLou, for long walks. More
importantly, his levels of prostatespecific-antigen, an indicating
measure of prostate cancer, began
to go down. For John, Radium
223 has been nothing short of a
miracle. “I thank heaven I came to
Greenwich Hospital,” he said.
While time will tell if Radium 223
will be a long term solution – It
has been approved by the FDA
for only six monthly treatments
and does not address cancer
growth in soft tissue – patients
like John are grateful for this vital
gift of time made possible by your
contributions to the Fund for
Greenwich Hospital.
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MATCHING GIFTS CHALLENGE CAN YOU HELP?

UNDERSTANDING
PALLIATIVE CARE
Palliative care offers pain control
and symptom management to
people suffering from serious
and chronic illnesses including
cancer, congestive heart failure,
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, kidney failure,
Alzheimer’s, HIV/AIDS and
amytrophic lateral sclerosis
(Lou Gehrig’s disease), among
other conditions.
The palliative care team also
offers emotional and spiritual
support as it helps patients and
families identify treatment goals
and understand options for care.
The Palliative Care Program
at Greenwich Hospital was
founded in June 2012 with a
gift from Betsy and Stephen
Corman, two dedicated hospital
volunteers. The program has
grown threefold since its start to

A GIFT OF PEACE AND COMFORT
You can give patients and their families compassionate guidance
through serious illness.
Fred Flynn first learned about
Now, in honor of Susan and
the Palliative Care Program at
to ensure that the Palliative
Greenwich Hospital last April,
Care Program can care for
when his wife, Susan, was in
other families faced with life’s
the final stages of her three-year
most trying circumstances,
struggle with ovarian cancer. As
Fred has launched a matching
Susan’s health deteriorated and
gift campaign to raise a total
her pain intensified, Fred became
of $125,000 by the end of this
overwhelmed trying to manage
calendar year. He began with an
her condition on his own.
initial gift of $25,000 that provided
the resources for round-the-clock
That is when he heard about
weekend staffing. In addition, he
Donna Coletti, MD, and her
has pledged to match donations
skilled palliative care team. Within
made to the program, up to
24 hours of his first call to Dr.
$50,000. These much needed
Colleti, she was able to develop a
funds will allow for additional
treatment plan to get Susan’s pain
staff to better meet the growing
and symptoms under control so
need for palliative services.
that Susan could live out her last
days peacefully in the comfort of
You can join Fred in giving peace
her own home.
of mind to patients and families
facing devastating illness by
“The compassion and care
making a donation to his matching
that Donna and her team gave
gift campaign. To make a gift to
to my family was nothing short
the Palliative Care matching gift
of profound,” said Fred. “Donna
campaign, please visit our website –
is not just a great medical
www.giving.greenhosp.org, select
practitioner, she is an incredibly
the DONATE NOW tab, and choose
compassionate and spiritual
Palliative Care as the designation for
person. She made an unbearable
situation bearable.”
your gift. Thank you!

now care for 35-40 new families
each month. As of January 1,
palliative care services have
been available to families 24/7.
In addition, the hospital has
started an outpatient program
where non-hospitalized patients
can be referred for palliative
care counseling and treatment.
At present, the staff includes Dr.
Coletti; Suzy Candito, RN; Rabbi
M.J. Newman, Chaplain; and
Bridget Earle, MD, the covering
physician for weekends.

Fred Flynn with Donna Coletti, MD, Medical Director of Palliative Care. Mr. Flynn has
launched a matching gift campaign for Palliative Care at Greenwich Hospital in honor
of his wife, Susan.

EVENT UPDATE

NICU INFANTS GET THE CARE THEY NEED
Thanks to supporters of
Under the Stars
On July 12, hundreds of you
came out to enthusiastically
celebrate at Under the Stars,
our annual fundraising event to
benefit Pediatric Services and the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU). It was a festive evening of
dinner and dancing and bidding
on an exciting array of auction
items. More importantly, however,
the funds raised through ticket
sales and auction purchases made
it possible for Greenwich Hospital
to acquire important pieces of
equipment to help our specialized
physicians and nurses do what
they do best – provide the finest
possible care to our youngest and
most vulnerable patients.

The baby and the Giraffe
A Giraffe OmniBed Warmer is
a state-of-the-art combination
incubator and radiant warmer
that provides a developmentally
supportive environment for
critically ill newborns. The
design of the Giraffe allows
for lifesaving monitoring and
treatment with minimal stress to
our tiniest babies.
Thanks to support from
Under the Stars, a new unit was
purchased at the end of the
summer to make a total of seven
such units in the department.
The new Giraffe was immediately
put to use when New Canaan
resident Ingrid Gelston gave birth
to premature triplets in the 30th
week of her pregnancy.
Weighing between 2 lbs. 9 oz.

Safe and Warm: New mom Ingrid Gelston with babies Connor, Charlotte and Tyler, who
spent their first weeks of life in state-of-the-art Giraffe OmniBed Warmers.

and 3 lb. 6 oz. at birth, Charlotte,
Connor and Tyler were each
placed in a Giraffe within minutes
of delivery. They spent five weeks
in these hi-tech homes, growing
strong and passing important
milestones until they graduated to
standard bassinets. Of the quality
of care the babies received at
Greenwich Hospital, mom Ingrid
said, “I could not have asked for
anything better.”
Other significant purchases from
Under the Stars proceeds included
a transcutaneous bilirubin meter,
which is a noninvasive way
to test for jaundice in infants;
breast pumps for new mothers;
new wooden storage bassinets,
a fetal monitoring cabinet, and
a ceiling-mounted television for

the Pediatric Outpatient Clinic
to comfort and distract children
while they are undergoing
medical procedures.
Patricia Beirne, RN, MSN,
program director of Women’s
and Children’s Services,
expressed appreciation to all
event supporters. “It is difficult
to convey the extent of our
gratitude to all the people who
support pediatric and infant
services,” she said. “With their
help, we have the resources to
stay ahead of the curve in caring
for children of all ages.”
Beirne was honored at this
year’s Under the Stars for her
43 years of dedicated service to
women and children’s health.

To learn more about Greenwich Hospital Foundation, please visit our website at
www.giving.greenhosp.org or call us at 203-863-3863

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Save The Date

GreatChefs

2014

Friday, March 7th

Honoring

Michael Lomonaco
Chef, Porter House Restaurant

Celebrate

an evening of epicurean 

The Harvest Moon Gala for Greenwich Hospital was held on October 19 at Greenwich
Country Club. Pictured here are chairwoman Vicki Leeds Tananbaum with Greenwich
Hospital President and CEO, Frank A. Corvino (left) and Conn. State Senator Scott
Frantz (right), who was honored with The President’s Award for his longstanding
commitment to Greenwich Hospital and the communities it serves. Proceeds from this
event will benefit the Emergency Department.
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delights to benefit
Community Health
at
GreenwichHospital

If you have any questions about using this form or making a donation, please call the Foundation office at 203-863-3863.

I want to give the gift of comfort and hope by supporting The Fund for Greenwich Hospital.

Name _____________________________________________________

❏ Enclosed please find my check payable to Greenwich Hospital.
❏ Please charge my gift for the amount indicated to:

Street Address _____________________________________________

❏ Visa

City _____________________________State ____ Zip_____________

__________________________________________________________
Account Number
Exp. Date

❏ MasterCard

❏ American Express

Primary phone _____________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
Signature
Security Code

❏ check here if you would like to remain anonymous
I would like to make this gift in honor/memory of:

Please mail to:
Greenwich Hospital Foundation, 35 River Road, Cos Cob, CT 06807

__________________________________________________________

If you wish to make a donation online, please visit:
www.giving.greenhosp.org and select the DONATE NOW option.

